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Mr. Pete Eases BHA Transition to New Campus 
Interviewed by Lana Altimimi, 6th Grade 

 

     A year ago in August, the Islamic School of San Diego grew from one campus to 
two with a new name, Bright Horizon Academy. In a short amount of time, our new Allied 
Gardens campus needed to be renovated, moved into, and up and running for a new year. 
It was a daunting task, but with much coordination and follow up by many school and 
community members, it became feasible. 

     Teachers arrived on campus, ready to set up their rooms and prepare for the 
new year. Starting up a new school year is always challenging and adding that to moving 
which is a challenge by itself was stressful. As the school start date loomed closer and 
closer, teachers wondered how all the finishing touches of having the campus sparkling 
and ready for the first day of school were going to happen. 

     Then one day, a new face appeared—Pete Galloway, II, former caretaker for the 
prior school. He decided to come back and offer his services. Having worked at the former 
school for six years, he knew what needed to be done, where the equipment and tools 
were, how to start up the air conditioners; immediately, the campus started to feel 
“ready.”  

     From the interview, we learned that the family of Mr. Pete, as the students call 
him, has a history with the former school which was for autistic children. One of his sons 
started as a teacher and eventually became principal, his wife was a school counselor, and 
his son was taking care of the campus. When Mr. Pete retired from construction work, he 
took over his son’s job. In fact, Mr. Pete is still connected to the other school in their new 
location offering guitar classes to students. 

     Outside of work, Mr. Pete enjoys several other hobbies including kayaking and 
bicycle trips with his family, including grandchildren.  

     When asked how he liked working in a Muslim school, he explains that it’s an 
interesting experience because he’s “one of the few Christians who works for the Islamic 
school.” He also mentions that since working here, he tries to help people learn “how nice 
the people here are” and that he tries to “inform people for peace and understanding” if 
they have any concerns about Muslims and Islam. 

     Mr. Pete has definitely been kept busy this school year. Some of the many 
projects he has completed are assembling furniture and the bookcases for the library as 
well as taking out walls and making the principal’s office bigger. 

     We hope that Mr. Pete knows how much he is appreciated by staff and students 
at Bright Horizon Academy. 
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